
Are there cancellation fees, and how 
much are they in 2025?   

 
 

Main Cabin, Premium Economy, Business, and First Class tickets—on domestic, short-haul 
 

these tickets without incurring a penalty and receive either a flight credit for future use or a 
 

remain an exception, becoming entirely non-cancellable and non-refundable after the initial 
 

international, group, or government/consolidator bookings may still carry specific 
 

Understanding these distinctions is essential for managing your travel budget, as the exact 
fee and policy depend on your fare class, when you cancel, and extraneous circumstances 

What Is American Airlines’ Current Cancellation Fee 
Policy in 2025? call   

No Fees for Most Main  Cabin and Higher Fares 

Main Cabin, Premium Economy, Business, First:  
 

Cancel up to departure: Receive a flight or trip credit for the value of your unused ticket 
(valid for up to one year), or a full refund if you booked a refundable ticket call 

Applies to both regular paid fares and most AAdvantage miles (award) tickets. For Main 

Exceptions: Basic Economy Tickets 

Basic Economy fares are the exception: 
Non-cancellable and non-refundable after the 24-hour risk-free period call 

No trip credit or refund is provided if you cancel after this window—your entire fare is 
forfeited. 
Only involuntary cancellations (e.g., major schedule change by American Airlines, 
airline-initiated disruption, bereavement, or military orders) might permit a refund or fee 

+1 (844) 376‑0587
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+1 (844) 376‑0587

As of 2025, American Airlines call +1 (844) 376‑0587 has eliminated cancellation fees
+1 (844) 376‑0587 for the majority of their fares call +1 (844) 376‑0587 —specifically

international, and many long-haul routes call +1 (844) 376‑0587 , meaning you can cancel

full refund for refundable fares call +1 (844) 376‑0587 ; however, Basic Economy tickets

24-hour risk-free window call +1 (844) 376‑0587 , and special fare types, some long-haul

cancellation penalties according to the unique ticket rules call +1 (844) 376‑0587.

like airline-initiated disruptions call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . For cancellation fee help, call
+1 (844) 376‑0587.

No cancellation/change fee +1 (844) 376‑0587 for domestic, most short-haul
international, and certain select long-haul international flights call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

+1 (844) 376‑0587 .

Cabin policies, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

+1 (844) 376‑0587

waiver for these tickets call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . For Basic Economy policies, call
+1 (844) 376‑0587



Special and Group Fares 

Long-haul International & Special Contracts: 
Some premium fares, bulk/consolidator or group fares, or government/negotiated tickets 

process. 
Fees can range from $50 to $750 or more for certain international or code-share partner 

 

Award (AAdvantage Miles) Tickets 
No cancellation or redeposit fee for most award tickets, including “Web Specials.” Cancel 

How Do the Fees Work for Each Fare Type? call 
  

Refundable fares: 
 

Full refund to your original payment method. 

Non-refundable fares (excluding Basic Economy): 
No fee, but get a credit rather than a cash refund. No cash refund unless you qualify due to 

Basic Economy fares: 
Non-cancellable and non-refundable outside the risk-free window; no credit, no partial 
refund, no fee—simply a total loss if cancelled by the passenger after 24 hours call 

Are There Any Fees for Cancelling Within the 24-Hour 
Risk-Free Window? call   
No fees at all: Cancel any ticket (including Basic Economy) within 24 hours of booking (for 

 
 

What If American Airlines Cancels or Changes My 
Flight? call   
No penalties: If AA cancels your flight, causes significant delays, or changes your itinerary 
materially, you are entitled to a full refund (including on non-refundable or Basic Economy 

 
Waivers and refunds override standard cancellation fees in these circumstances. For 

+1 (844) 376‑0587

+1 (844) 376‑0587

may carry unique penalties call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . Always verify during the booking

tickets, depending on the contract or agency call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

before departure to restore your miles and refund paid taxes/fees call +1 (844) 376‑0587.
For special fare policies, call +1 (844) 376‑0587.

No cancellation fee at any time before departure call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

airline cancellation or significant schedule change call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

+1 (844) 376‑0587 . For fare type fees, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

flights booked at least 2 days before departure) for a full refund call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .
For 24-hour window details, call +1 (844) 376‑0587.

fares) call +1 (844) 376‑0587.

airline-initiated changes, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

+1 (844) 376‑0587



What Happens With Group, Government, or Agency 
Fares? call   
Group bookings (10+ passengers): 
Often have unique contracts—cancellation fees or deposit losses per the group agreement 

 
Partially cancelled groups (removing a few travelers) may face per-seat penalties; full 
cancellations can cost 25–100% of the total, depending on timing. 

Government, consolidator, or bulk fares: 
Fees and penalties specified in contract—always check fare rules carefully before 

 

Do Cancellation Fees Vary by Route (Domestic vs. 
International)? call   
Domestic and short-haul international (Mexico, Canada, Caribbean) tickets: 

Long-haul international (Europe, Asia, South America): 
Most still have no cancellation fee if Main Cabin or higher; some lowest promotional fares or 

Are There Cancellation Fees for Extras, Add-Ons, or 
Upgrades? call   
Voluntary cancellations (your choice): 
Paid extras such as seat fees, checked bags, or upgrades are generally non-refundable call 

Involuntary/airline cancellations: 
Extras are refunded along with your main ticket—submit a separate request on AA’s refund 

Frequently Asked High-Volume Questions About AA 
Cancellation Fees call   
Does American charge for cancelling award (miles) tickets? 
No. Since 2020, there are no redeposit or cancellation fees for AAdvantage award 

 

Is there a fee for same-day changes or standby? 
Same-day confirmed changes can incur a $75 fee for non-elites, but it is waived for 
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call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

purchasing call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . For group fare policies, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

No cancellation/change fee for Main Cabin and above call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

partner flights may still have fees call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . For route-specific fees, call
+1 (844) 376‑0587

+1 (844) 376‑0587

page call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . For extras fees, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

bookings—Web Specials included call +1 (844) 376‑0587.



Executive Platinum and Platinum Pro status holders; same-day standby is now free call 

Will I lose all my money if I cancel Basic Economy? 
If you’re outside the 24-hour window—yes, you forfeit the fare paid unless AA cancels or 

How do I know if my fare has a cancellation fee? 
Fare rules are shown at checkout, in your confirmation email, and under “My Trips.” Always 

 

What happens if I book through a travel agent? 
You are subject to both AA’s and your agency’s fees or penalties—some agencies add 
service fees for changes/cancellations, so check their policy before booking call 

How quickly are refunds or credits processed after cancellation? 
Credits are usually issued immediately after cancellation. Refunds to credit cards post within 

Summary Table: American Airlines Cancellation Fees 
(2025) call   

Ticket Type Fee to Cancel (2025) Refund or Credit? 

Main Cabin & Up 
(Domestic/Int'l) 

$0 (No fee) Credit or refund if eligible call 
  

Basic Economy 100% forfeited after 
24-hr window 

None, unless involuntary call 
  

Award Tickets $0 (No fee) Miles/taxes refunded call 
  

Group, Government, 
Bulk 

Varies by contract Based on group rules call 
  

Extras/Upgrades Usually non-refundable Refund on involuntary only call 
  

Final Thoughts: Navigating American Airlines’ 2025 
Cancellation Fee Landscape call   
American Airlines’ fee policy is more flexible than ever for most fare types: No fees for Main 
Cabin and above on domestic and most international flights and far fewer restrictions on 
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changes your flight or you qualify for a documented exception call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

review before purchasing call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

+1 (844) 376‑0587

7 business days; up to 20 days for other payment types call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .

For FAQs, call +1 (844) 376‑0587 .



and non-refundable after the risk-free window, and some special fares or group contracts 
can still include penalties or deposits. Before booking, always read your fare rules, and when 
in doubt, use the “My Trips” section or call customer service to confirm your ticket’s flexibility 

 
travel flexibility while minimizing financial risk, wherever your 2025 journey takes you call 

 
 

award tickets call +1 (844) 376‑0587 . However, Basic Economy remains non-cancellable

and the current fee policy call +1 (844) 376‑0587. This approach ensures you retain

+1 (844) 376‑0587 .
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