
Can I Change My United Airlines Flight for 
Free? {{{2025 Instant~Support}}} 

You can usually [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] change your United Airlines flight for 
free [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] if you purchased a standard Economy, Premium 
Economy, Business, or award ticket. United Airlines’2025 flexible change 
policy [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] eliminates most change fees for these fare types, 
though you may still pay a fare difference if your new flight costs more. The main 
exception is Basic Economy fares, which generally cannot be changed for free 
after 24 hours. Below, we break down all the details you need to know to 
maximize flexibility, including United’s [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] same-day flight 
change, 24-hour booking rule, key exceptions, and answers to the most common 
travel change questions. 

United Airlines Free Flight Change Policy Explained 

United Airlines’ [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] free flight change policy means travelers 
can often reschedule trips with no penalty. As long as your ticket is eligible, you 
pay only if your new flight’s fare is higher than your original booking. 

United Airlines No Change Fee: Which Tickets Qualify? 

● Standard Economy, Economy Plus, Premium Economy, Business, 
and First Class 
 

○ No change fee for flights originating in the U.S. 
 

○ Applies to both domestic and most international routes. 
 

○ Applies to both cash and most MileagePlus award ticket bookings. 
 

● Basic Economy 
 

○ Changes not allowed after the 24-hour risk-free period. 
 



○ Can cancel or change within 24 hours of booking for a full refund. 
 

United Change Policy 24 Hours: The Risk-Free Window 

Every United Airlines [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] ticket comes with a 24-hour 
risk-free cancellation and change window if booked at least 7 days before 
departure. During this period: 

● You may change or cancel any United [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] flight, 
including Basic Economy, for a full refund and no penalty. 
 

● This makes it a great time to secure your plans and adjust later if needed. 
 

How to Change Your United Flight Without a Penalty 

Step-by-Step: Change United Flight for Free 

1. Sign In to United 
 

○ Visit united.com [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] or use the United 
[𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] app and log in to your MileagePlus account (or 
use your reservation number as a guest). 
 

2. Go to “My Trips” 
 

○ Find the booking you want to change. 
 

3. Select Your Flight and Click “Change Flight” 
 

○ Follow the prompts to browse alternate flights on your route. 
 

4. Review Fare Differences 
 

○ If the new flight is more expensive, only the difference in fare is due. 
 



○ If the new flight is less expensive, United [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] may 
issue a travel credit. 
 

5. Confirm Changes 
 

○ Save your updated itinerary and download your new boarding pass. 
 

United Airlines Same Day Flight Change: Free Options 
and Standby 

● Premier Members (Silver, Gold, Platinum, 1K): 
 

○ Free same-day flight changes within 24 hours before/after original 
departure, if seats in your fare class are available. 
 

● All Passengers: 
 

○ Anyone can join the free standby list for earlier/later United 
[𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] flights on the same calendar day and route. 
 

○ Fee waivers apply; only pay fare difference if moving to a costlier 
seat or class. 
 

Flexible Ticket Change: More Ways to Update Your Plans 

United’s [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] flexible ticket change options include: 

● Changes to dates, times, and sometimes routes with no penalty for eligible 
fare types. 
 

● Award tickets can be changed or redeposited without a fee on domestic 
U.S. itineraries. 
 

● For third-party agency or bulk fares, check their specific policies. 
 



United Airlines Economy Seat Change Policy 

● Standard Economy: No change fee; pay only fare difference. 
 

● Basic Economy: Changes not allowed beyond 24-hour risk-free window, 
unless under a travel waiver. 
 

United Airlines Free Flight Change Policy for Award 
Tickets 

● MileagePlus Award Tickets: No change fees for most routes, especially 
for U.S.-originating journeys. 
 

● International routes may have additional complications, so review your fare 
rules. 
 

  United Airlines Waived Change Fee Scenarios 

   Special circumstances, such as: 

● Severe weather 
 

● Airport disruptions or government advisories 
 

○ United [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] may issue change waivers allowing 
free rescheduling and sometimes even waiving fare differences, 
even for Basic Economy. 
 

United Airlines No Change Fee: What About Fare 
Difference? 

● United’s [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] no change fee policy doesn’t cover fare 
differences. If your new itinerary costs more, you will pay only the fare 



difference at checkout. 
 

● If your new flight is cheaper, United [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] issues an 
electronic travel credit valid for future travel. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: United Airlines Free 
Change Rules 

Does United Airlines allow free changes for all tickets? 

● No. Most fare types aside from Basic Economy are included. Always check 
your ticket fare rules. 
 

Can I Change My United Ticket Without a Fee After Purchase? 

● Yes, except for Basic Economy after the initial 24 hours. Use the United 
[𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] website, app, or customer service to manage 
changes. 
 

How to Change a United Flight Without Penalty 

● Change online via “My Trips” for instant confirmation. 
 

● If the fare is the same or lower, no charge. 
 

● Fare difference only applies if the new ticket is pricier. 
 

Can You Reschedule a United Flight for Free? 

● Yes, for most tickets. Basic Economy and third-party fares may have 
exceptions. 
 

How Much Does It Cost to Change a United Flight? 



● For eligible fares: $0 in change fees, though you may pay any fare 
difference. 
 

United Airlines Same Day Change vs. Free Flight Change 

● Same-Day: Flex for last-minute schedule adjustments free with Premier 
status, otherwise fare difference applies. 
 

● Free Flight Change: Broader—applies to all eligible future dates, not just 
same-day. 
 

United Airlines Flexible Ticket Change: What’s Included? 

● Most U.S. domestic and many international routes. 
 

● Applies to original booking channels (United.com [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚], 
mobile app, airport, United [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] contact center). 
 

United Airlines Economy Flight Change Policy Details 

● Standard Economy: Change for free. 
 

● Basic Economy: Not changeable post-24 hours. 
 

Summary Table: United Airlines Free Change Policy 
and Options 

Ticket Type Change 
Fee 

Fare Diff. 
Applies

? 

Same Day 
Change 

Fee 

Waivers During 
Disruptions? 



Standard Economy $0 Yes $0 or fare 
diff. 

Often extended to 
all fares 

Basic Economy Not allowed 

after 24 hr 

N/A No Sometimes allowed 

Premium/Business $0 Yes $0 or fare 
diff. 

Yes 

Award Tickets $0 

(domestic) 

Yes $0 or fare 
diff. 

Yes 

Final Thoughts: Can I Change My United Airlines Flight 
for Free? 

For most travelers: Yes—you can change your United Airlines 
[𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] flight for free as long as you follow the fare and policy 
rules! The shift towards flexibility in 2025 means you can rebook or reschedule 
your travel without expensive penalties, provided you avoid or upgrade from 
Basic Economy and mind possible fare differences. Always check your fare rules, 
monitor travel waivers for major disruptions, and use United’s 
[𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] digital tools to make changes simply and confidently. 

If you have special circumstances or need more guidance for group or 
international bookings, United’s [𝗚]𝟴𝟲𝟲𝟲«𝟱𝟴𝟱𝟴»𝟵𝟱[𝗚] customer service is 
available to help you take advantage of these free change policies. 
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